
Bridges and Dentures— 
Replacing Missing Teeth
The best teeth are your own natural teeth.

But sometimes, a tooth is badly damaged

or lost. If a tooth is lost, it is important to

replace it with an artificial tooth as soon 

as possible. This will prevent the teeth 

that are left from drifting out of line and

possibly causing jaw problems. Teeth that

are out of line are harder to clean and are

more likely to get periodontal disease (gum 

disease) and cavities. If one or more of your teeth

are missing, your dentist may suggest replacing

your missing teeth with a bridge or a denture. 

If you need to have a tooth (or teeth) replaced, your

dentist may do it, or he or she may refer you to a

prosthodontist. A prosthodontist is a dentist who

has completed a university post-graduate specialty

program in prosthodontics. Prosthodontics is a 

specialty of dentistry that deals with restoring and

replacing natural teeth and tissues with artificial

substitutes.

Bridges
A bridge, also called a “fixed bridge” or a “fixed

dental prosthesis,” is a dental restoration that

replaces one or more missing teeth. It extends

across an area that has no teeth and is typically

made up of an artificial tooth fused between 2

crowns. (A crown is a hollow, artificial tooth that 

fits over a natural tooth or a dental implant). The

bridge is held firmly in place by your own teeth on

each side of the missing one(s) or by dental

implants. A bridge is permanent and cannot 

be removed. 

Only your dentist has the training,

skill and expertise to diagnose and 

treat all your oral health care needs. 


