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he student research experience remains one of the most influential

tools for fostering an interest in an academic career in oral health,
an important career option that can help maintain the relevancy and
overall health of our profession. In this regard, Dalhousie University
provides abundant opportunities for students
in our dental and dental hygiene programs to
cultivate research interests.

Through our summer research program,
students are offered a challenging, collabora-
tive and supportive environment in which to
explore and develop an oral health research
project that complements their professional
training. The program taps into a broad spec-
trum of research activities available within
the faculty. Whether assisting with survey de-
velopment and implementation or feeding and
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As part of this program, students have an
opportunity to participate in interprofessional
workshops on research information and skills
that connect them to the broader health sci-
ences research community. These workshops
are one component of the Integrated Health
Research Training Partnership (IHRTP)—a
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research careers of student trainees, junior
faculty or faculty new to research, through
interprofessional workshops, research skills
seminars and lectures. The culmination of the summer research program is the Health Sciences Research Day
which takes place in February of the following year and involves students from the faculties of dentistry, health
professions and medicine.

Students can also become involved in research through our Scholarship Across the Curriculum (SAC) pro-
gram—an evidence-based dentistry curriculum that allows our trainees to address new or controversial oral
health issues and practices through table clinic presentations to the dental community and to disseminate this
knowledge in scientific publications. Faculty-mentored research electives are also available, allowing students
motivated by their own queries to pursue independent research projects.

A vital, responsive and progressive health profession requires faculty members and students who remain
actively engaged in the process of new discoveries. By engaging our students through these various research
programs and activities, we hope they can see how their contributions as academic clinicians can help shape the
future of oral health care in this country. #
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